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08.30  Arrival of guests - Registration 

 

09.25  Welcome Remarks 

✓ Symeon G. Tsomokos, Delphi Economic Forum, Greece 

 

09.30 Opening Speech 

✓ H.E. Edi Rama, Prime Minister, Republic of Albania 

 

10.00  Albania’s Steady Rise As A Regional Economic Centre: Shaping Albania’s Next Economic 

Transformation: Innovation, SMEs and Green Investment 

Albania’s economic outlook is positive, with anticipated growth acceleration in 2025 driven by declining poverty, a boost in 

private sector employment, and moderating inflation. This promising trajectory is contingent upon both the global economic 

recovery and Albania’s continued dedication to structural reforms that enhance productivity and deepen its integration into 

international markets. 

 

✓ Delina Ibrahimaj, Minister of Economy and Innovation, Republic of Albania 

✓ Dimitris Skalkos, Secretary General for International Economic Relations & Openness, MFA, Hellenic Republic 

✓ Anastas Angjeli, Member, Academy of Science of Albania & Member, Supervisory Council of the Bank of Albania 

✓ Vasil Llajo, CEO, Intermedica, Albania 

✓ Ardiana Sokoli, Vice President Real Estate, Balfin Group 

✓ Jonida Lakuriqi,  Legal and Public Policy Director, Vodafone Albania 

✓ Ridgers Mema, Head of Business Development, Kastrati Group 

 

✓ Chair: Greta Topjana, Journalist, Euronews Albania 

 

11.10  In Conversation: The Global Power Shift: Adriatic Repercussions 

This discussion will delve into the profound impact of global geopolitical realignments, including the conflicts in the Middle East 

and Ukraine, on the Balkans. It will explore the critical implications for regional states, from managing refugee flows and 

counteracting terrorism to bolstering overall security and cybersecurity. 

 

✓ Elisa Spiropali, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Republic of Albania 

 

✓ Chair: Odeta Barbullushi, Resident Professor, College of Europe, Albania 
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11.30  Western Balkans and the EU: A Shared Path to 2030 - Albania’s EU Membership Vision 

The challenge for Albania is to achieve EU membership by 2030. Having been a candidate state for more than ten years and a 

NATO member since 2009, the country is now looking at negotiations wrapping up as early as 2027. 

 

  ✓ Miriam Shyti, Deputy Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Republic of Albania 

✓ H.E. Konstantina Kamitsi, Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Albania 

✓ H.E. Karl Bergner, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Albania 

✓ H.E. Reinout Vos, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Netherlands to the Republic of Albania 

✓ H.E. Silvio Gonzato, Ambassador of the EU Delegation in Albania 

✓ Valbona Zeneli, Senior Fellow, Europe Center, Atlantic Council, USA 

 

✓ Chair: Symeon G. Tsomokos, Delphi Economic Forum, Greece 

 

12.20  How Can We Enhance The Economic Cooperation In Southeast Europe 

The panel conveys the idea that economic cooperation in Southeast Europe isn’t just about individual gains, but about building 

a stronger, more prosperous region together. It will explore that by working collectively, the Southeast European countries can 

unlock significant benefits, such as increased trade, investment, and job creation ultimately leading to a higher standard of 

living for all. 

 

✓ H.E. Marco Alberti, Ambassador of the Republic of Italy to the Republic of Albania 

✓ Giannis Chatzitheodosiou, President, Athens Chamber of Tradesmen 

✓ Grant Van Cleve, President, American Chamber of Commerce in Albania 

✓ Denald George Tafani, President, Hellenic Business Association in Albania 

✓ Aida Nani, Regional Manager, Authorized Economic Operators  Association 

✓ Christoph Sturm, Austrian Trade Commissioner for Greece, Cyprus and Albania, Advantage Austria Greece 

 

✓ Chair: Greta Topjana, Journalist, Euronews Albania 

 

13.15  ​​ ​ ​ Networking lunch break 
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14.00  Albania’s Investment Pulse: How Can Albania Attract Quality Investment 

The discussants will take a deep dive into the current state of foreign investment in the Balkans, analyzing recent trends in 

capital inflows. It will explore how these investment patterns, particularly in key sectors like infrastructure, are shaping 

Albania’s economic trajectory and future growth prospects. 

 

✓ Davide Rogai, President, Confindustria Albania 

✓ Milva Ekonomi, Head of Parliamentary Committee for Economy, Employment and Finance 

✓ Massimiliano Paolucci, Country Manager, World Bank Group, Albania Office 

✓ Ekaterina Solovova, Head, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Albania 

✓ Floresha Skëndo Sulollari, CEO, Aureum Estates and Development ltd 

✓ Lorent Gordi, General Manager Albania and Kosovo, Philip Morris International 

✓ Laura Saro, Executive Director, Albanian Investment Development Agency  

 

✓ Chair: Pavlos Efthymiou, Director General, Hellenic Association of Entrepreneurs, Greece 

 

15.00  EU & Albania Energy Cooperation: Powering A Sustainable Future 

The speakers will examine the crucial partnership between the European Union and Albania in advancing sustainable energy 

solutions. It will explore how this collaboration is accelerating Albania’s green transition, fostering energy security, and 

contributing to a more sustainable energy landscape for the entire region. 

 

✓ Sokol Dishnica, CEO, Albanian Power Exchange 

✓ George Lantzas, CEO, PPC Albania 

✓ Simen Bræin, Senior Vice President Europe, Statkraft 

✓ Bruno Papaj, CEO, Vega Group 

 

✓ Chair: George Kremlis, Ambassador of the European Public Law Organisation to Bulgaria, EPLO 
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15.45  Connecting Albania To The World: East – West Corridor In The Making 

Albania is actively developing its infrastructure to become a key regional transit hub for both energy and commerce. Ongoing 

projects like railway upgrades and highway completions, coupled with strategic energy interconnections are laying the 

groundwork. Future plans, supported by EU integration goals, aim to further solidify Albania’s crucial role in connecting East 

and West. 

 

✓ Pirro Vengu, Minister of Defense, Republic of Albania 

✓ Edona Bilali, Deputy Minister of Infrastructure and Energy, Republic of Albania 

✓ Evis Karandrea, Member of the Board of Administrators, Assist Digital, Albania 

✓ George Kremlis, Ambassador of the European Public Law Organisation to Bulgaria, EPLO 

✓ Gentian Bajraktari, Director of Network, Vodafone Albania 

 

✓ Chair: Entela Ruci, Government Relation, Business Development Manager, SEE, Bechtel 

 

16.35  From Overtourism to Sustainability: The Future of Albania’s Tourism Economy 

This discussion will explore how Albania, once a hidden gem, has rapidly emerged as a leading Mediterranean tourist 

destination. It will delve into the strategies that have led to a record-breaking over 15 million tourist arrivals and attracted 

significant investment in the sector. 

 

✓ Zana Çela, General Director, Albanian National Tourism Agency 

✓ Valbona Begolli, CEO, AlbGroup 

✓ Julian Adili, CEO, Albanian State Development & Real Estate 

 

✓ Chair: Aida Nani, Regional Manager, Authorized Economic Operators Association 

 

17.00  Bridging Borders:  

Human Capital and Education as Catalysts of Economic Development 

 

✓ Linda Rama, Senior Researcher on Development Economics, Albania 

✓ Odeta Barbullushi, Resident Professor, College of Europe, Albania 

✓ Dr. Fatmir Besimi, Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs (2013-2016), Republic of North Macedonia 

✓ Selami Xhepa, President, European University of Tirana 

✓ Erald Hysa, Human Resources Director, Vodafone Albania 

✓ Michele Ribotta, UN Resident Coordinator a.i. and UN Women Representative to Albania 

 

✓ Chair: Pavlos Efthymiou, Director General, Hellenic Association of Entrepreneurs, Greece 
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18.00  Tirana 2030 - The Adriatic Capital of Opportunity 

This panel will explore Tirana’s remarkable urban transformation, driven by its unique openness to architectural 

experimentation and significant real estate investments. We will delve into how the city’s bold commitment to developing 

vibrant public spaces and modern infrastructure acts as a powerful catalyst for both economic growth and social change. 

 

✓ Stela Dhami, Managing Partner, Colliers International Albania 

✓ Ledi Imeraj, General Director, Agency of Innovation and Excellence, Albania 

✓ Panagiotis Rumis, CEO, Rumming Group; President, Hellenic-Albanian Commercial, Industrial & Professional Association 

✓ Genci Kojdheli, Director General of Integration, Strategic Planning & Economic Development, Municipality of Tirana 

✓ Andrea Michelini, Administrator, MAU Architecture, Albania 

 

 ✓ Chair:  Alice Taylor,  Journalist  Editor,  Euronews Albania 

 

 

18.40 Closing Remarks - End of Forum 
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